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The Library’s Opportunity to 
’ Interest Young People in 
is Better Things 


‘J 


BY DR. CORA WILLIAMS CHOATE, TRUSTEE, 
| MARSHALLTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY, 


pet tory must, of necessity, precede 
; ~ t=; and now, more than ever be- 
tbo we need theories as to how we 
mt suecessfully attract all ages from 
ainments of negative, if not ques- 
iable merit, to those which are better, 
0 instructive and for the lasting good 
if the individual. I believe we can do 
it, but the important thing is to prove 
it can be done. [The methods we have 
i have worked well, encouragingly 
but we need still others, so that we 
ay gather from the highways axid by- 
those who have started wrong and 
o need, even against their wills, to be 
ot ight and helped to keep right. 
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If we had the funds to place in our 
library the mechanism necessary for 
moving pictures; then have interesting 
subjects of an educational nature shown 
free two or three times a week, I be- 
lieve we could, in this way entice—for 
that is what we must do at first—people 
whom we could gradually interest in 
good reading. If counter attractions are 
attempted they must of necessity be 
better than those we wish to counteract. 
We condemn moving pictures of the 
questionable type and the cheap vaude- 
ville performances, but must supplant 
them with personal endeavor to provide 
wholesome and entertaining pictures to 
interest in things intellectual. I am sure 
the library with such an attraction 
would be the hub of the town. The per- 
sonal experience will not soon be for- 
gotten when, with the keenest interest, 
followed by exhiliration, I saw moving 
pictures showing the Army Hospital 
dogs and their work; one could not read 
about them and gain so much knowl- 
edge, and it would be impossible to see 
them unless in the midst of active bat- 
tle. To see the method by which these 
dogs were trained to save lives that 
would otherwise perish was most instrue- 
tive. The pleasure gained from this 
made one keenly receptive of other good 
things to follow; if you want to know 
how others will be impressed by any- 
thing, try it first on yourself. 

We have had in our library a series 
of lectures on books, on ‘travel, music, 
art, etc., splendid, all of them—but they 
did not draw the people, particularly 
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tlie people we wanted most to reach. We 
offered informal talks on subjects in 
which we supposed them to be especially 


interested, and they did not respond.’ 


And we arrived reluctantly at the con- 
élusion that they did not want, and 
would not accept, these thitigs. We 
needed to give something more distinct- 
ively entertaining; in other words, peo- 
_ ple would far rather be amused than 
— 


a _ Recognizing the need of entertain- 
ment for growing boys, our librarian 
talked to the Boys’ Secretary of. the Y. 
M. C. A. regarding the matter. We had 
been considering methods of getting boys 
who took books from the branch library 
at the Y. M. C. A. to come to the.main 
library. The secretary was a man of 
quick perception and action. He entered 
heartily into the plans, which resulted 
in arrangements being made for having 
stereopticon views exhibited every Sat- 
urday night in ‘the library auditorium. 
Two series of pictures were exhibited 
nightly, one a Biblical subject with one 
of the ministers or the Y. M. C. A. secre- 


tary giving an entertaining talk at the 


same time. Gradually evolving out of 
the talk and pictures, some practical ap- 
plication of a principal or moral. When 
I read ‘‘Flamstead Quarries’’ sometime 
afterward, the lectures that Father 
Honore gave to his people, made me 
think of these. 


‘ You will remember that Father 
Honore had for his audience quarry- 
men of all nationalities, Cannucks, Bo- 
hemians, Scandinavians, Hungarians and 
Poles. He engaged their attention by 
talking knowingly about the things 
they knew most about and were in- 
terested in, so he held up samples 
of limestone, marble and granite. These, 
because they were quarried, put them 
in the Brotherhood of Labor, and 
because all three were taken from 
the crust of the earth, that made 
them from the Earth Mother—one Kin. 
Each one of these has its erystal—this 
puts it in the Brotherhood of Equality. 


Then the stereopticon was bro 
to use and the scene was a ( 
cabin, the family at supper, 
interior, simple and homely, 
cative of warm and cheerful fa 
The Cannucks in the audience 
lustily. rather Honore smiled 
‘*This is comfort—no cold can p 
these walls, they are double y 
credit limestone with that.’’ 
ence showed its appreciation in 
certain way. % 

“The Crystal, can anyone 
Find that in the interior.’’ 
were silent. Father Honore wa 
ing to the mother and her chi 
father was holding out his 2 
little one, who, with loving imp 
was reaching away from its mothe 
the table to its father. They ¢ 
hended the priest’s thought here 
the lesson of the limestone. 
and trust of the human. No 
needed, and an emotional siler 
itself felt. 

The picture shifted and f 
thrown upon the screen the x 
thedral of Milan. A murmur of 
ran through the house. ‘‘Heré ¥ 
the limestone in the form of marbl 
beauty is the price of unremitti 
This too, belongs to the brotherh 
labor, kin and equality. Do 
the crystal?’’ His pointer swep 
hierachy of statues, on to the ro 
wards to the cross on the pil 
where it rested. ‘‘This 
symbol of what inspires and gle 
manity. The crystal is yours, 1 
with believing hearts you are Wi 
say ‘‘Our Father’’ in the fac 
works. After this, many beaut 
ble things famous for their art 
were shown, with the final words;” 
you find the third crystal, stren 
ity, the hedrock of endeavor. pe 
- Take thése three home with ¥ 
pure crystal of human love 
the heart believing in its ma 
strength of good character. 
have the three that make for e 
the world as nothing else does.” g 
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Honore knew how best to ap- 

g these lowly quarrymen. It is 

% s to find out how best to ap- 
ey ‘those we wish to help through 
Mibraries. Once we are able to show 
m the pleasure and inspiration to bet- 
» things that the library affords and 
shave gained the first step of the long 
‘we are planning for them and for 


jing or following the Biblical 
's shown in our library, were pic- 
me an entirely different sort; such 
d West, Rough Riders, Skirmish 
indians, Ben Hur in two series, 
Fhe. Occasionally, an illustrated 
g eave the restless feet an opportun- 
> exercise a few minutes. 
|. Ninety boys came the first night, al- 
— the room was practically 
capacity 200—and many times 
srowded. Many would linger on the 
‘ide J— and only with cordial in- 
ftation would they find the courage to 
slip in and up the stairway to the audi- 


2 av itation announcement cards were 
printed and distributed at the different 


and at the library. On Satur- 
iy evening, boys who were interested 
arried these cards up and down the 
dreets, giving them to boys who had not 
wed them before. Dozens of these 
seemed to spring from the very 
ks, for they were not visible any 
rr time during the week. In giving 
hem the invitations this way, they came 
at once for the sheer novelty of it, be- 
fo had time to forget. It is esti- 
nD t at least one-half of the boys 
wh attended these picture talks had not 
jeen in the habit of frequenting the li- 
ty, although a few took books from 

he Y. M. C. A. branch. 
The ecards were printed at the Y. M. 
‘A. by some of. the boys, and were 


§ obtained free of cost. They were 


7 * ys made interesting by some catchy 


™ rd or phrase, attracting the eyes at 
_ Large posters were also placed in 

3 ¢ store windows. 

The stereopticon was owned by the Y. 

“MC. A. and operated by one of the 


pular subscription, receiving 
ic from the Y. M. C. A. The 


the library made as attractive as possible 
and thrown open to inspection. The en- 
tire staff came on duty for the evening, 
and the boys were shown through the 
museum and interested in every way 
possible. 

These entertainments were so popular 
that during the week many times the 
question was asked of the members of 
the staff ‘‘Aren’t we going to have some 
pictures tonight?’’ [They were so suc- 
cessful that we have completed arrange- 
mets whereby the same work is to be 
carried on this winter. We shall unite 
our efforts with those of the Men and 
Religion Forward Movement, not only in 
our weekly stereopticon views, but in 
inducing men and boys to make use of 
the assembly room. 

Dr. Wilfred Grenfell says, ‘‘The true 
following of the Master makes men 
utilitarian. ’’ 

We plan that the library shall be the 
headquarters for the Boy Scout move- 
ment; it will thus be made non-sectarian, 
literary and on broad, stable lines, gen- 
erally. 

With a view to encouraging évening 
entertainment at home, our librarian has 
introduced games for all ages and grades 
of children. These are encased in bags 
and given out as books, charged on 
eards; and although the plan i is still in 
its infancy, it is proving popular and 
suce 

- The. High . School Boys’ Debating 
Cub has the use of the library auditor- 
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ium one evening a week. These debates 
are open to everyone, and civic ques- 
tions are usually 


For a long time, we have been trying 
to interest the working men and shop- 
men in our library (this includes both 
boys and men), but so far we do not feel 
that results are what they .should be. 
We have given them invitations enough, 
have mailed them lists of books on me- 
chanical subjects, and asked for requests 
from them for books which they would 
like. We have placed in public places, 
posters inviting them to come, and now 
we have gone a step farther and made of 
our newspaper room, an assembly room 
for workingmen, where they may drop 
in at their convenience. They will find 
magazines in abundance on the tables, 
lists of technical books that can be ob- 
tained upstairs, and easy chairs for their 
comfort. 


‘We expect to have signs in the Trades 
and Labor union halls, and will do all 
the personal work possible to make this 
room a success from the start. A few 
of the ministers are much interested in 
this plan. We feel that if we provide 
warm, comfortable rooms and some en- 
tertainment, we may attract many who 
now find enjoyment on the street in dif- 
ferent ways. I believe that if we can 
get them to come a few times, and prove 
to them that there are other and better 
attractions than the street affords, that 
new ideas and ideals will take possession 
of them. People who work with their 
hands are apt to become reticent, and it 
is hard for them to do any new thing 
or enter a new field. To overcome this 
reticence and dread is our aim and to 
convince them that these opportunities 
are for them. 


Our librarian has inaugurated a Sat- 
urday afternoon club for girls from the 
sixth and seventh grades. 


The members of the library staff sent 
forma] invitations to the teachers and 
girls of all the sixth and seventh grades 
in the city schools, for Saturday after- 
noon. A game of travel was first played, 
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leading them to a city in Italy, 
a short talk, illustrated with pj 
was given, telling many things 9 
terest about this city. The reage 
the meeting was given and the girls 
asked if they would like to have gq: 
lar meeting every week with a prop 
of some kind. They were en 
over the idea, and a sort of gq} 
formed. They were given peri 
bring work if they wished. It 
cided to have a different grade fm 
the program each week, as they 
take more interest in it if they 
sponsible for its success. One g 
mediately decided to give a little 
for its day. There is great rivalry a 
the different schools, and each will; 
hard to excel. There were one hi 
present the first day, and almost ¢ 
one promised to come every week, — 
the first work of any kind in the 
for the girls, and they appreciate 
There should be a stereopticon 
musical instrument in every librar 
both instruments may be used in 
ways for different ages and grades, 
could find use for them every d 
the year, but it is difficult to 
their purchase may be made 
limited income available for lib 


port. 





Quarterly Bulletins — 


Both the Davenport and Bw 
libraries issue bulletins eve : 
months, giving a list of the book 
to the library for the quarter ¢ 
cluding such announcements, stat 
ete., as are of interest to the publi 

These are distributed free t% 
library patrons and prove an exé 
means of keeping readers infe 
to the resources of the library.” 


Any library desiring a copy 
Muir’s little book about his. fi 
H. Harriman, which has been pri 
printed may secure the same fh 
writing to Mr. Harry Peyton § 
care Doubleday, Page & Co., @ 
City, New York. 


© Adtusting Library Hours 


* | rules for the government of a 

‘hic library have yet been found to 

be T ntallible. In : fact, experience 

‘enshes us each year that in relating the 

: to the communities they are 

“Sntended to serve, there should be ad- 

3 ment of rules, of which there should 

ye few, 80 that the best results may be 

Pi ahiained with the least expenditure of 
— and money. 

> uring the summer many libraries 

e3 * » maintained an apparently inflexi- 

—— to keep the reading room open 

land heated with the artificial lights) to 

A late an hour as is found necessary 

Rt ying the winter season. Is there any 

% : or economy in doing this, when 

~ all the conditions of our outdoor life and 

: the high temperature induce even the 

. woet devoted friends of the library to 


as much time out-of-doors as pos- 
1 Money is expended in the pay- 


— a of gas or electric light bills, and 
the librarian sits sweltering through 

the hot summer evenings maintaining 
_ the rule of the library that the reading 
* be open every evening until 
| $00 p. m.! Why should not the hours 


of opening and closing of our libraries, 

xg in the small towns, be adjust- 

“a * suit the requirements of the sea- 

the comfort of library patrons 
4 Reine July and August? 

If the library building is opened in 

| morning during the extremely 

ther, when the fresh air makes 

room inviting, why should not the 

oe be there for the forenoon when 

; - patrons would really enjoy it, and 

for probably two hours in the 

late afternoon or early evening, giving 

ity for the exchange of books? 

would give both patrons and li- 

— eomfort and pleasure while jin 

library, and would permit the clos- 

of the library during the hot hours 

oe, midday, early afternoon and evening. 


Iowa Library Association 
OFFICERS 
Miss Grace D. Rose, President, Daven- 


port. 

Miss Helen M. Lee, Vice-President, 
Des Moines. 

Mr. W. P. Payne, Honorary Presi- 
dent, Nevada. 

Mr. L. L. Dickerson, Secretary, 'Grin- 
nell. 

8— Sarah Palmer, Registrar, Red 

Mr. N. R. Parvin, Treasurer, Cedar 
Rapids. 

In the six Districts of the State Asso- 
ciation, meetings were held this spring, 
as is shown by the following reports. 
These meetings provide the opportunity 
for informal discussion of the many 
problems incident to the daily activities 
of the library, thus making it possible 
to arrange for a more extended discus- 
sion of the larger aspects of library work, 
at the State meeting in the fall. 

The meetings have been voted of much 
help and inspiration by those in attend- 
ance. The President of the Association, 
despite her many duties as librarian of 
the Davenport Library, attended every 
District meeting. 

The Program for the State meeting, 
which is to be held in Nevada early in 
October, is well under way and promises 
to be one of great interest. 


Northeast District---I. L. A. 


Grace D. Rose, Chairman Pro Tem. 

The meeting of the N. E. District was 
held at New Hampton, April 26th. There 
were two sessions, one in the afternoon 
and one in the evening, for which the 

Miss Brainard of Waterloo, 

had arranged the program, but was una- 
ble to be in attendance at the meeting. 

At the afternoon session, in the dis- 
cussion of ‘‘Complete Works, Versus 
Open Sets,’’ Mise Arnold advised the. 
purchase of good, open editions of the 
standard authors and the duplication of 
the titles most read, rather than the 
purchase of a fine set that would be of 
little value except to the student. 
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Mrs. Anders thought that a few of the 

very best editions, especially of chil- 
i> Miao, ene te sarees tee 
smallest’ library. They are object les- 
sons;,and teach the love of beautiful 
books and illustration. The Everyman’s 
library, Macmillan’s standard library, 
the Home library and other inexpensive 
editions for general use were discussed. 
' Miss’ Eastman’s paper on five readable 
books, non-fiction, was much enjoyed. 

Five wholesome novels recommended 
by Mrs. Baird were ‘‘Kennedy Square,’’ 
**Mother Carey’s Chickens,’’ ‘‘Straw- 
berry Acres,’’ ‘‘Dawn O’Hara’’ and 
‘The Believing Years.’’ Others were 
suggested and discussed by those pres- 
ent. 

Miss Tyler discussed a few recent 
books’ ‘on social topics, among them: 
Jenks, ‘‘The Immigration Problem;’’ 
Devine, ‘‘Spirit of Social Work;’’ 
Weyl’s ‘‘The New Demoeracy.’’ The 
general discussion was very interesting 
and. nearly everyone present had some 
good book to recommend. 

The evening session turned very natur- 
ally to the discussion of the library as a 
social center, the use of picture exhibits, 
etc., and the possibilities of development 
slong social lines. | 

“Misy’ Miles, trustee of the Manchester 
Library, gave an account of the ways in 


_ which they had raised the money to fur- 


nish their library, and buy .the. books. 
They felt that for the proper growth 
of the library the whole community’ must 
be anterested and so give at least one 
entettainméent’ a year, usually a home 
talent. play, for the library.: This sup- 
pléments the ‘small income and’ enables 
them to buy: reference ‘books and others 
more rapidly ‘thane mnould be youths 
otherwise. 


“Mr. ‘H. M Reed, Président of the 
Waterloo Library "Board, outlined the 
duties of the trustee and his relation to 
the library. and librarian. 

“Miss Lynch,’a trustee of the. ‘New 
Hampton Library, told how the social 
spirit has. really. brought about the es- 
tablishment of their Public Library, and 
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how they had found all elasses iz 

city working together for its gy 
Book showers, socials and enterta 
were held, and when the library | 
ing was dedicated there was a publ 
ception, and the people of each way 
their special hour. The library igs 
a center of civic life and has great 
bilities for influence. : 

The discussion of some of the 
presented by Miss Lynch broug 
the thought that the library show 
the lead in matters of public ente, 
ment and all that pertained to the} 
ing up of intellectual life. Mo 
tures were advocated by some pre 
and the superintendent of school 
his talk, advised the use of the Vie 
and all kinds of practical aids to ¢ 
tion, and said that only a beginning 
been made in that line. Rems J 
made by Mr. Schaefer, former Ms 
and several members of the local 
Board, including the Presi 
Donovan.’ Miss Tyler concluded 
talk which summed up the thow 
the evening and added inspi 
the future of the library. ag 

The .New Hampton people 
their social unity by their cordial rg 
tion of the librarians. Lunch was s 
in the library and a band p 
side during the meal. Autos werer 
to take the visitors: about the cit 
many of the townspeople. 
sessions, — . 

There were 26 at the afternog 
sion, and 40 atthe evening one, . 

- Phe. district contains 19 libr 
of whieh were represen 
5 trustees among. the: number, . 
meeting of New Hampton. was an im 

‘and interesting one, every.c 
and. nearly all of the ¥ 
taking some part in the di discussions, 

v Middle East District---I. £. Ay 
— Helen ‘MeRaith, Chairman,” 

: The. “meetin ‘of the Middle ¥ 
triet was held in the Public Ti re 
Tipton, April 9th; - st 

Fifteen librarians -and. assigtan 
nine trustees were in nd asian ' 
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f seven public and two college 

es in the district. 
W. N. Treichler, President of 
© pocrd: opened the morning 
with a short address of welcome. 
»s selected for the morning dis- 
pertained more particularly to 
Jems of interest to the library work- 
Many new ideas were brought out 
+ M Barrette of Davenport in re- 
4 to establishing a picture collection 
4 the loaning of pictures. The ques- 
m of duplicate magazines and the 
that is being done by the Commis- 
‘was discussed at length by Mrs. 
of Newton and Miss Tyler of 
es Moines. A very intereting part of 
sing session was devoted to the 
alk on ‘‘Complete Sets Versus Open 
ats and Inexpensive Editions,’’ by M. 
j. Wyer, Librarian, State University. 
Je copies of many of the new edi- 
now being advertised by the pub- 
‘Tis! houses were presented for ex- 
tthe invitation of the Tipton Board 
— Trustees the visitors wero 
jned at dinner at the Hotel Tip- 


ihe afternoon session was open to the 
mblic and subjects of more general ip- 
; ; were discussed. Miss Dean, chil- 
en's librarian of Davenport, gave a 
is Belpfal talk on some of the new 

venile books, as follows: . 
little children : Leamy’s ‘‘ Golden 
ars and Other Fairy Tales;’’ Bur- 
ges, “Old Mother West Wind;’’ Per- 
_ “The Dutch Twins;’’ France, 
vy Bee.”’ For older boy: — 


— of Cedar Rapids re- 
owed’ the following readable non-fic- 
in the past year: Carleton’s ‘‘One 
y Out: Harrison’s ‘‘ Recollections, 
arid Gay;’’ “Living Without a 
—— The Changing Chinese ;’’ 

raphy of an Elderly Wom- 


an; ews, ‘‘Log’ of the. Easy 


rural districis through township exten- 
sion, all present were glad to have the 
librarian, Miss Milligan, outline her 
work in establishing stations in the coun- 
try schools. 

Much interest was manifested in the 
question of tax levy and in the explana- 
tion of the new law on taxation of money 
and credit, and the effect it will have 
on the library levies next year. Mrs. 
C. C. Loomis, trustee from Cedar Rapids, 
lead the discussion, and J. C. France, 
trustee and city attorney of Tipton, told 
how the new law will effect the tax levy 
of public libraries. 

The general impression of all present 
was that the present tax levy is insuffi- 
cient to support the many growing de- 
mands made upon the libraries. As 
libraries are an important’ part of our 
educational system, the tax levy should 
be increased to enable the work to ad- 
vance. 

“Miss Anna M. Tarr of Clinton was 
chosen district chairman for 1913. 

A delightful luncheon was served by 
the ladies of the board and the library 
staff before the visitors left for the train. 


South East District---I. L. A. 


Mrs. Florenee McKibben, Chairman. 

‘The South East District meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association met at 
‘Washington, April 8th, in the Jane Chil- 
cote Public Library. 

There were 9° delegates from out of 
the city, among them Miss Tyler, Secre- 
tary of the Iowa Library Commission. 
‘Although the attendance was small for 
‘so large a district; those who partici- 
pated felt doubly repaid by the discus- 
sion of the well selected topics. 

The mo session was openéd by 
Mis Rose, President of the I. L. A., who 
spoke of the state meeting at Nevada in 
October, and ‘then. gave a short talk on — 
making ‘the library a pleasant place. Ih 
trying to discover what gave atmosphere 
to a library, she thought that first it was 


y the 7? the Human sympathy displayed by 
*, ‘ord Tipton library i is accomplish- ‘librariati and assistants; and sécond, it 

ing ‘commendable work with the depended upon the book sympathy they 
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possessed. The human sympathy comes 
first, because without it no person y 


feels at home and no amount of book 
knowledge makes a pleasant atmosphere. 
But the sympathy for books, many 
books of many kinds, and appreciation 
for the taste of others are also necessary 
if our pleasant place is a library. 

Miss Rose also spoke of the new edi- 
tion of the subject headings, edited by 
Miss Briggs, and problems in cataloging. 

Miss Wharton of Burlington was very 
interesting in her topic, ‘‘Simplified 
Methods in Library Work.’’ Her talk 
provoked lively discussion. 

Librarians’ hobbies, readable books, 
fiction and non-fiction, work with the 
country schools were other topics dis- 
cussed. Miss Van Zante of Pella spoke 
of the selection of books and periodicals 
in her community. 

In closing a vote of thanks was given 
the librarian and trustees for the manner 
in which they entertained; by a dinner 
at the hotel, a visit to the new county 
hospital, and automobiles to go about 
the city and return to the trains. 


North West District-+-I. L. A. 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Horton, Chairman. 


The meeting of the Northwest Dis- 
trict was held in the Public Library at 
Storm Lake on May 15th. 

Eighteen library workers were in at- 
tendance. The district was especially 
favored in having present Miss Tyler 
of the Library Commission, Miss Rose, 
President of the State Association, Miss 

W. Brown of the State Travel- 
ing Library, Miss Nason of the Ft. Dodge 
Public Library and Miss True of the 
Onawa Library. Within the district, 
one college library, that of Buena Vista, 
two association libraries, those of Alta 
those of Algona, Cherokee, Hawarden, 
Laurens, Sanborn and Storm Lake, were 
represented. 

The citizens of Storm Lake extended 
every courtesy to the visiting delegates. 
They were met at the trains, and private 
homes were opened for their entertain- 
ment. 
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The morning session opened y 
discussion, ‘‘How May We Help 
try Schools.’’ It was led by iss 
the one best fitted by actual ¢ 
in pioneer Township Exten i 
to speak with authority. Miss 
gave her methods of interesting fg 
and pupils in the work, emg 
acquaintance through personal 
teachers and patrons and an 
to get their viewpoint. In the | 
sion which followed it was sug 
that effective work may be done th 
the normal classes being formed ig 
Schools by familiarizing the 
who will work in the country 
with the resources of the publie ] 


**Recent Children’s Literatu 
pied the remainder of the mo 
sion. This was discussed by M 
pole, who had collected for exa 
the books that she had found hel 
her work in the Storm Lake Ij 
other titles were suggested by 
ent librarians present. The greate 
of the hour was given to the dis 
of the best methods of co-ope 
the teacher in establishing requi: 
ing courses in the schools. 


At one o’clock a delicious hj 
was served in the assembly room) 
library by the ladies of the 
Club. One of the local papers 
club the ‘‘Foster-mother of the Lib 
—and judging from its work dur 
meeting, it is proving faith 
self-imposed trust. 

At the opening of the 
sion, Miss t Cummins, 4 
structor in Buena Vista — 
member of its library comm ' 
on ‘‘Recent Social Literature.” 
Cummins selected four bouks 
tive of four phases of sociological 
of which she gave excellent, 
views. Dorr, ‘‘ What — 
Want; Addams, “A New C 
and an Ancient Evil; ’» King, “T 
cial Aspect of Education ;’” 
*“‘The Broken Road.’’ Miss Cui 
was especially fitted to speak on thi 
ject as she had aided Prof. & 
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material for his ‘‘Social As- 
‘of Education,’’ and knew whereof 


sntendent S. T. Neveln of the 


‘Lake publie schools then reac a .- 


on ‘‘Co-operation of Public 
* and Public Schools.““ Mr. 
sin’s attitude toward the public 
sary is broad and fine. He believes 
‘the relations between the library 
' nd the school should be most cordial 
nd sincere, and that they should work 
‘4 ony for the upbuilding, along 
igh lines, of both institutions. To 
sther this he would have the City 
intendent of Schools a member, ex- 

of the Library Board. 
afternoon session closed with the 
“Bive Wholesome, Recent Novels 
"%s Be Recommended,’’ introduced by 
iss Wellman of Cherokee. The discus- 
‘on centered about the novels that can 
satel be placed in the hand of young 


At five o’clock, through the courtesy 
» Storm Lake Commercial Club, the 
‘vii 3 and members of the Tuesday 


were given an auto ride around the 

Jake to the Casino. : 
- At the evening session, Miss Rose gave 
‘a little travel talk covering part of a 
ast year’s itinerary in Europe. She 
eC i her remarks to Holland. Miss 
‘ey forsook the accustomed highways 
tt el and led us in a delightful way 
 thfough pleasing, unfrequented byways, 
pin; * and there for interesting 
tions of Dutch customs, or to give 
‘ming ‘little glimpses of ‘Duteh in- 


My ‘was followed by a short address 
Miss Tyler on ‘‘ Advertising the 
ry.” Anything of merit, said Miss 
should be brought to the notice of 
—— The library is a necessity, 
it necessities need to be advertised as 
as luxuries. The public library is 

h institution that deserves all the art 
f the professional advertiser. Librari- 
shave been too reticent about bring- 
‘the library and its contents before 
ie. It contains books helpful to 
‘men, to professional men, to 
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men engaged in all crafts, and these 
books should be advertised to let these 
men know that the library has something 
for them. 

Thanks were extended to the people 
of Storm Lake for their hospitality and 
kindness and the meeting adjourned. 


Middle West District---I. L. A. 


Sabra L. Nason, Chairman. 


The meeting of the Middle West Dis- 
trict of the I. L. A. was held at the 
Jefferson Public Library, May 14th, 
with a brief forenoon session and an 
afternoon session. 

Among the subjects discussed at the 
first session were township extension, 
binding, purchase of subscription books. 
In the afternoon the selection of books 
with suggestions of specific titles that 
had proved desirable filled the greater 
part of the program. Rent collections 
were discussed, both pro and con, the 
plan being found very successful in 
many places, but necessary to safeguard 
by providing also, if possible, a free copy 
of each book. Rules and regulations for 
borrowers were also discussed. 

There was a good attendance and the 
discussions were animated. 

The Jefferson Library Board enter- 
tained the visitors at dinner at the Head 
Hotel, and also at supper, and provided 
automobiles from and ‘to the station. 

The Perry Library extended an invi- 
tation for the next meeting. 


South West District---I. L. A. 


Sara Sheppard, Chairman. 


The meeting of the Southwest District 
was held in Clarinda, April 30th. There 
are thirteen public libraries in the dis- 
trict, and eight of these sent representa- 
tives. Villisca, Shenandoah, Claritida 
and Corning were represented by both 
librarians and trustees. Council Bluffs, 
Osceola and Chariton by the librarian, 
and Red Oak by librarian and Miss 
Ruth Beem. The district was fortunate 
in having both Miss Tyler, Secretary of 
the Library Commission, and Miss Rose, 
President of the State Association, in 
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attendance, and they added greatly to 
the inspiration and helpfulness of the 
méeting. . 

The first session was held — 
morning in the Public Library. Miss 
Terrill of Chariton opened the discus- 
sion on the topic, ‘‘Rules and Regula- 
tions for Loaning Books.’’ <A very spir- 
ited discussion followed, which was full 
of helpful suggestions. : The subject, 
**Recent Literature on Social Topics,’’ 
was discussed by Miss Barker of Villis- 
ca. She gave brief reviews of a number 
of books on this subject. Many of the 
trustees and librarians present suggested 
books which had proved of interest to 
themselves or their readers. The morn- 
ing session closed with a ‘‘Question 
Hour,’’. conducted by Miss Rose, which 
proved to be one of the most interesting 
hours of the day. 


Through the courtesy of the Commer- 
cial Club a bountiful luncheon was 
served in the dining rooms of the First 
Presbyterian Church. The Club enter- 
tained as their guests the out of town 
visitors and a large number of towns- 
people. The following program -of 
toasts was given, the President of the 
Commercial Club acting as toastmaster: 
“*Problems of a Library Trustee,’’ Mrs. 
C. E. Okey,’ Corning ; ‘‘What the Pub- 
lic Reads,’’ Miss Terrill; Chariton ; ‘‘ The 
Library and the Community,’’ Miss 
Tyler,. Des. Moines ; “‘ What the Commer- 
cial Club Can Do for the Library,’’ Mr. 
W. A. Turner, Clarinda; ‘‘The Iowa 
Library Association, ” Miss Rose, Daven- 
port ; ‘‘The Public’ Schools and the Pub- 
lie Library,”’ Mr. F. A. ‘Henderson, — 
of Schools, Clarinda. 

The afternoon session opened with a 
talk on. ‘‘Recent Literature for Chil- 
dren,’’ by Mrs. Dailey of Council Bluffs, 
who gave many excellent suggestions on 
buying ‘books for the juvenile depart- 
ment. The next topic, ‘*Duplicate Maga- 
zines and Their. Possibilities,’” was ‘dis- 
eussed-by Miss Palmer of Red Oak. She 
related her own experience in duplicat- 
ing ‘and ‘cireulating’ magazines in the 
Red--Oak Library, and- advised duplica- 
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tion only. of the more expensive 
zines.. x 
A large number of those pregey 
suggestive titles of ‘‘Popular n 
of the past. year,’’ among which # 
lowing were mentioned as partig 
readable: Bennett’s ‘‘How to f 
24 Hours a Day;’’ Slocum’s “§ 
Alone Around the World’’ (sy 
7th or 8th grade); Steiner’s ‘J, 
Tolstoi,’’ and “The Broken 4 
Squire’s “The Woman Moveme 
America;’’ Mrs. Burton 
**Recollections Grave and 
Schreiner’s ‘‘Woman and Labor;* 
‘*The Valor of Ignorance, 9 
Dyke’s ‘‘ Poems.’ 

The last topic of the —— 
May We Help the Country Seb 
was discussed by Mr. Desta 
from Shenandoah. 

At the close of the program, 
tiful tribute to the memory of 
B. Willis, formerly librarian of | 
rinda Public Library, was givén” 
Rev. Mr. Cameron, Pastor i 
Presbyterian Chureh of Cle 


Value of Reading / 


* Grace Shellenberger, Children 
._brarian, Des Moines Publie 
_ We have heard much of. 
viving the lost art of story 
- .There is: another art that. 
considerably neglected, an. art, th 
much of the charm of story t 
demands. less of time and effort tha 
the latter—the gentle. art: of 4 
aloud. 
The custom of reading to 
been the habit of many  teac 
mothers, but there is an opp@ 
for much pleasure as well, asf pr 
the child who develops this abil 
It is true not only with chil 
with grownups,as well, that at 
shared is twice a joy. ‘We nave Di 
in the children’s library how eage 
child: hastens to: ‘another. when; 
thing’ particularly pleasing has a n 
eye. And. if one boy. finds a ¥ 
teresting book he brings his frie 
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book ‘when he returns it. 
_pleasure for both had they 

d it ‘together. 
only does this reading ‘aloud 
are, but it means more care- 
habits, the gathering of the 


more clearly because someone 


sends upon the expression of it, 


hen it means a cultivation of the 


» Soon will come a power of in- 
tion, an unconscious assuming of 
rs of the story, which adds 
impression made, not only upon 
, but even more upon the 


iwe think of the surroundings in 


Be ir 


h reading might be done, by far 
“deal would seem the home, a 


ily cirele where father, mother and 


F 


. 


could share in the pleasure, and 
y of the home activities go on un- 


here are many books that are of in- 
the several ages that would be 
ated. There is Stevenson. Hilde- 
horne says he has made more 
happy than could be crowded 


state of Texas. 
+ stories are excellent for —— 
i. Hawthorne’ s ‘*Wonder Book’’ 
e excellent stories, and the style 
p are 80 beautiful. i 


XF 8 ;’’ seem almost designed for 


. One story would quite 


m evening, and the reading responsi- 
be shared. 


— in the children’ 8 room 
d copy of.‘‘Les Miserables’’ 


; jean Valjean,” written by Sarah 


Swed the influence of that strong, beau- 


It is really the most interest- 

+ of the book.. ‘This may sound 
heavy teading, but it, is a 
and we would: like te make 
tw people miss it, and so begin 
boys and girls. The reading of 
occupied the time available 
‘for a whole school year in 
school. It was amazing almost 
anterest it had for even -the 6 
lds of that group. -More 
afterward some little incident 
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tiful character, Jean Valjean, on those 
children as they took their turn at the 
hard labor that often comes to the boys 
and girls of the farm. 

Stockton’s books are so well written, 
so full of adventure and sometimes 
humorous circumstances that they make 
good material for reading aloud. We 
have been noticing a particular interest 
in ‘‘Buceaneers and Pirates of Our 
Coast’’ and ‘‘The Story of Viteau.’’ 

The latter tells the story of the experi- 
ences of a boy who, through his own 
recklessness, was captured by a band of 
robbers and held for ransom: It also 
pictures excellently the times of chivalry 
in France. 

’ Then there are the charming books of 
Washington Irving. Because we would 
like to make new friends for it and re- 
new old acquaintances we must mention 
the ‘‘Legend of the Alhambra.’’ 

Of Howard Pyles’ ‘‘Men of Iron”? 
someone has said, ‘‘It is a model book 
for redding aloud.’’ 

The story: tells how Miles Falworth 
made good in the court of Henry IV of 
‘England, where they were all ‘‘men of 
iron.”’ 

The problem of the children’s libra- 
ries is ever that of how to get the 
children interested in the best literature. 
So much of the great literature of the 
world séems being missed or at most waly 
being known by the title. 

There is such a strong appeal made by 
the new all the time. It seems that the 


‘fact that a book is of ‘sufficient interest 


to-a grown person, to father or: mother, 
to be read carefully, has so much weight. 


‘This is one thing ‘that would be gained 


in “the ‘reading: aloud in the heme,’ the 


‘influence on the choice of: reading.’ 


A book has not only its’ moral effect, 
‘but the effect of the-good English. is 


great. So many of our recent books.are 
‘somewhat carelessly written; often the 
boys’ books, espécially that class of ath- 


létie stories which are -popular, are full 
of slang: .And ‘the girls’ books too full 
of petty trials and disappointments te 
make any impression on character for- 
mation, much less to add to or correct 








the vocabulary, the poverty of which 
doubtless is one great cause of the use 
. of slang. 

It is an accepted fact that the vocab- 
ulary is increased more by the spoken 
than the written word, so here is an 
added: value to the practice of reading 
aloud. 

As the children come in little groups 
and select their books, to trot happily 
away with them, it has occurred to us 
who watch, that a new-old form of 
amusement might be in a reading party. 

There will be not only the amusement 

‘for the time, the happy gathering to- 
gether of a congenial group of friends 
that are sharing in the joy of the inter- 
esting book written in beautiful English, 
but in after years many times that even- 
ing may be recalled. The whole picture 
of friends, surroundings and all the 
events will rise up in the memory when 
something calls back the story or book. 

And in speaking of the pleasure of 
books and reading, there is one form of 
literature that has been most neglected 
of all. Andrew Fletcher said that if he 
were permitted to make the ballads of a 
nation, he cared not who wrote its laws. 
His, of course, was in a time when poetry 
was recited rather than written, but 
there are few people who do not respond 
to the charm of the rhythm of verse. In 
addition to that, many of the old ballads 
have a fire and daring as well as swing 
that is enchanting once a person gets 
into the spirit of it. Not all interest in 
Scott’s ‘‘Lady of the Lake’’ or ‘‘Lay of 
the Last Minstrel’’ has died out—thanks 
to some teachers—but many miss the bal- 
lads of ‘‘Robin Hood,’’ ‘‘ Chevey Chase,”’ 
and the ‘‘Idylls of the King.’’ The 

beauties of nature, of the returning 

springtime, have nowhere been so well 
and satisfyingly expressed as in the 
poetry of the world. Let’s sometimes 

**lend the beauty of our voice,’’ not only 
to the ‘“‘poem of our choice,’’ but make 

some hew friends among poets. They still 
sing on undaunted by the lack of gen- 
eral appreciation (Reprinted from the 

Des Moines Daily Capital.) 
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Iowa Libraries and the S¢ * 
torical Society 


It would seem that every 
the state had by this time be 
informed as to the work of 
Historical Society of Iowa, 
service it is rendering to 
Nevertheless there is need to re 
librarians again that Iowa hag q 
Historical Society, of which it. 
be .proud. It is providig 
nominal sum, publications relatip 
the state, which should be ig 
library in the state. It is not ap 
travagant statement to say that no 
torical society in this coun 
duced more creditable publications 
as to the character and careful pre 
tion of the text, and also as to # 
tractive, dignified and artistic. 
makeup of the publications. Ppp 
B. F. Shambaugh, the Superint 
of the Society, has been the d 
and inspiring influence in the de 
ment of the work of the Society, 
has steadfastly maintained the hi 
standards in the work of the So 
The Biographical Series, in 
been issued creditable volumes 
time to time, numbers among its vol 
carefully prepared sketches of the 
of men associated with the early hi 
of Iowa, such as Governor | 
Thomas Cox, John Chambers, At 
Caesar Dodge, Henry dS 
Miller, George Wallace Jones,” 
others. In the Economic History § 
such books as Downey’s “Hi 
Labor Legislation,’’ Brindley’s *E 
of Taxation’’ and Clark’s ‘*His 
Senatorial Elections’’ indicate the 
ful research that is given ‘to 
that might not to the average p 
appear to be strictly histori 
nevertheless have much to do 
development fo the state. The pi 
tion of the ‘‘ Messages and Proc 
of the Governors of Iowa,’’ and 4 
**Executive Journal’’ were 
among the early publications 
the Society. 
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least of the valuable material 

» which libraries are supplied is the 

swa gournal of History and Poli- 
ties’? issued quarterly and edited under 
⸗ wi⸗ supervision of Dr. Shambaugh. 

h work carried on under Dr. 

mgh’s supervision, in connection 

with his work as Professor of Political 
ye sat the State University, has ena- 
ied him to bring together a group of 
men to carry on the work of the 

* Some years ago a program for the 
jy of Iowa history was issued by the 
sjety, which has proved of great value 
stimulating clubs to give considera- 
—* to the history of their own state, 
and this outline should be in the hands 
every librarian. In brief, every 


ap 
aa 
ays 


¥ should take a pride in the pub- 
~ Tieatior of the State Historical Society, 
~ nd see that they are all in her library, 
and these can be secured by a library 
ip of $1.00 per year, which 

be sent to the Superintendent of 
| State Historical Society at Iowa 


Sy 





~ A Midsummer Suggestion to Libraries 


! * be in order at this time. The dull 
of summer is commonly and 
chosen for the annual overhaul- 

cleaning, refurbishing, and repair- 
which all public libraries, their 
and appliances, have to undergo 

= the perpetual endeavor to withstand 
the ravages of time and dust, of use and 
| disuse and misuse, of noxious fumes 

' from without or within, and of other 

4 tegrating and destructive agencies. 

d — and university libraries espe- 


o. illy choose the vacation months for 
, and shelf-cleaning, and the 

muffled bang ‘of the ancient tome, opened 

_ toits limit and violently closed again to 
the pulverous deposit of the 


i we year, resounds through the de- 
aleoves with an incidental dismem- 


ds 


of many a venerable volume 
whose leather binding has been grad- 
_ wally crumbling to the point where none 


but the revential touch of the bibliophile 
can be safely undergone, but where, pro- 
tected from the profane hands of the 
cleaner, the book is still good for many 
years of such service as it is likely to 
see. The suggestion is that all libraries 
adopt the method already employed by 
not a few—that of vacuum-cleaning— 
which, in celerity, thoroughness, and 
economy, is vastly superior to the old 
way. If anyone questions this superior- 
ity, let him visit the Princeton Univer- 
sity Library and examine the results 
there achieved by the vacuum process. In 
fact, almost any well-administered large 
library can furnish a demonstration.— 
(The Dial, August 16, 1911.) 





Iowa Summer Library School 


After eleven successful, consecutive 
sessions of the Iowa Summer School for 
Library Training, it was decided to tem- 
porarily suspend its work for the sum- 
mer of 1912, through the mutual agree- 
ment of the Library commission and the 
State University authorities, under 
whose joint auspices the school has been 
held. 


The school was established in the 
first year of the Commission’s ac- 
tivities, by the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission, who has served as 
Director, as one of the agencies for 
raising the standards of library service 
throughout the state. 


Many Iowa librarians have attended 
the school during these years and the in- 
fluence of the school is evident in scores 
of libraries throughout the state. 





Books for School Libraries 


The Department of Public Instruction 
has recently issued a new graded and 
annotated list for use in selection of 
books for school libraries. This list was 
compiled by Miss Edna Lyman, and will 
prove equally useful to public as well 
as school libraries in book selection. 
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| o Library News of the State 











Algona.—The Woman’s Library Aid 
Society of Algona held a fete on June 
20th for the benefit of the public library. 
The people of the city and of the county 
entered heartily into the spirit of the 
occasion. The sports were held at the 
fair grounds and it is estimated that 
two thousand people were in attendance. 
There were Maypole dances, Boy Scout 
drills, ball game between business men, 
athletics by the High School, motor 
eycle and slow auto races; but the great 
feature of the o¢casion was a pageant 
of decorated automobiles, representing 
different countries, industries and pub- 
lic questions. The decorators showed 
great originality, ingenuity and taste. 
Japan won first place in the decision of 
the judges, a car representing a large 
engine second, and the suffrage car 
third. There were many beautiful cars. 
The library had a dainty car trimmed 
in pink and white. A young lady and 
a group of children were having a story 
hour. Placards on eavh side advertised 
the library and its hours. The society 
netted $560.00 for the library. 


Mrs. William H. Ingham, one of the 
library trustees, passed away June 11th. 
Mrs. Ingham came as a bride to Kossuth 
county in December, 1857, settling first 
on a farm and moving to Algona in 1866. 
Since that time her interests have cen- 
tered in the little city and her beautiful, 
gifted life has been given to its upbuild- 
ing. She was a woman of rare charm, 
great intellect, gifted in writing. Her 
strong character and the influence of 
her personality will long be felt in the 
city, many of whose policies she was in- 
strumental in forming. 

Captain and Mrs. Ingham gave to the 
city the lot on which the public library 
stands, and Mrs. Ingham had been on 
the Library Board since its organization. 
In her going, Algona loses one of her 
most loved pioneers and the library one 
of its staunch supporters: 


‘Ankeny.—The recenty orgay 
brary Association of Ankeny a 
a Public Library, which is 
patronized. Mrs. Harriet Ank 
has recently presented the Li br 
$50.00 of new interesting books. 
for the young people. a 


Boone.—Miss Rena Ericson }; 
sented to the Ericson Publig ‘ 
a portrait of her father, the Ja 
C. J. A. Ericson. It is fitting ¢ 
portrait should be placed in the 
ing which is a memorial of 
which he gave to the city. —3— 


Cedar Falls.—The Public 
received from a former re 
Washington Pfeiffer, now of ] 
Italy, a handsomely bound set of 
Works, the binding dating } 
16th century, but handsome 
preserved. 


Cedar Falls.—State Teachers 
—The many friends of Miss 
Biscoe may not have learned of he 
Jan. 29th at Grafton, Mass. Th 
did not reach the “Quarterly” j 
to be included in the pre 
Miss Biscoe was a brave spi 
ferer through her long illness. 
librarian at the State Teachers’: 
during the period when thé new I 
building was in process of ¢ 
was devoted to securing the b “i 
possible. Capable, broadminde 
sympathetic, she won the love @ 
spect of students, fellow lib 
associates. 


Des Moines.—Library Commig 
Miss Ida Louise Lange, who has 
associated for two years with the 
of the Traveling Library as F 
Librarian, resigned her posit 
1st. She was married June 2241 
Addison M. Parker of Des Moi 
will make her home here upon ¢ 
turn from a summer trip in Ew 

Miss Grace Riffle, who has bh 
Traveling Library staff for 
years, was married to Mr. 
Cathcart of Des Moines, April 2 
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»s.—The Des Moines Library 
ed.a successful year by a picnic 
m Park June 4th. At the busi- 
fing the officers were elected 
g ensuing year as follows: Miss 
rple, President; Mrs. Georgia 
; Vice President; Miss Lavinia 


‘Secretary ; Miss Bertha Wilson, 


7 ‘Dodge.—The April number of 
’ Home Journal contained an 
by Miss Sabra L. Nason, the 


jan of the Fort Dodge Public Li- 


on the work of Children’s Civic 


ges for beautifying the city. It is 


ed on her experience while librarian 


Mountain, Mich. 


ie Wahkonsa Club has presented to 


ie Library a portrait of Marie 


v lle a library trustee since the 


ion of the free public library 
n active member of the Wahkonsa 


». The portrait is by Wilbur Reaser 


York. 

—Miss Mabel Alexander has 
i her position as librarian of the 
Public Library and was suc- 


led June ist by Miss Katherine 


’ Both have attended the Iowa 


imer Library School. 


a — reception was held at 
ublic Library on the evening of 


ra. when the museum owned by 


p College, but which has been placed 


ne of the rooms on the second floor 


he Library, was opened to the public. 
occasion offered opportunity for an 
ection of the work of the Library 


— 
< 


was a large attendance. 


he Woman’s Club united with the 


Board in the decoration of the 
and assisted the librarian, Miss 
and the Library Trustees in 


Wing the visitors about the building. 


oe 


—The new Carnegie Library 

. costing $4,500.00, was dedi- 

with appropriate exercises, May 
The building is attractive and 
nient and marks the culmination 
active and enthusiastic efforts of 
en of Sanborn, led by Mrs. M. 

, President of the Library 


.—An offer has been made 
by Mr. Carnegie of $10,000 for a library 
building. Steps have been taken for a 
special election, July 15th, to vote upon 
the question of a municipal library tax 
in order to establish and maintain a 
library, as there has been no library 
heretofore in Sigourney. 

Storm Lake.—The library interior has 
recently been decorated in plain tones of 
cream, buff and brown, and presents a 
most attractive appearance. The walls 
had not been tinted at the time the 
building was erected because of lack of 
funds. 

Vinton.—The Public Library and the 
community generally has sustained a 
great loss in the death of Judge G. M. 
Gilchrist, President of the Vinton Li- 
brary Board, who. passed away in June 
at the age of 73. Judge Gilchrist stood 
for the dignity and worth of his pro- 
fession and for the welfare and uplift 
of his community, and considered the 
library one of the valued agencies for 
civie well-being. He saw active service 
in the Civil war and served as both 
County and District judge. 

The grounds of the Public Library 
are to be beautified by Prof. A. T. Er- 
win of the State College at Ames, 
through. the efforts of the women of the 
Civie Improvement Society. 

Waterloo.—Miss Grace Wormer re- 
signed her position as first assistant in 
the Waterloo Public: Library, Division 
A, in April, to accept a position on the 
staff of the State University Library at 
Iowa City. 

The death of J: M. Brainard, May 
8th, called away one who was unusually 
well-informed regarding library matters 
and thoroughly in sympathy with the 
library as an educational institution. 
Mr. Brainard’s wife and daughter, Miss 
Mary, have been long associated with 
the work and growth of the Waterloo 
Library, the former having been. in 
charge of Division B for many years 
and the daughter now holding that po- 
sition.’ Mr. Brainard was a wide reader 
and a real lover of boul: 
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Library Tax Levy 


The income of free public libraries, as 
well as other city departments, is likely 
to be affected by the law passed by tne 
last General Assembly relative to the 
taxation of moneys and credits. (See 
Laws of the: 34th G. A., page 45.) 

One Library Board has reported a de- 
erease in the library income of $600.00 
because of this; and another library 
trustee (who is a lawyer) writes: ‘‘I 
think the average town of between 2,000 
and 10,000 population will suffer a de- 
crease in the library income of approxi- 
mately 20% on account of this change 
in the law. Of course, the decrease in 
the income would be less where the tax- 

- able value of the moneys and credits is 
less than 22% and would be more where 
the moneys and credits constitute a 
greater percent of the taxable prop- 
erty.’’ 

In view of such a possibility, it is_of 
the utmost importance that Boards of 
Library Trustees should give this mat- 
ter consideration in making the recom- 
mendation to the City Council for the 

-_Jibrary tax levy for the ensuing year. 

[he growth and extension of the work 
of the local public library naturally re- 
quires an ircrease in the levy, from time 
to time, and with the possibility of this 
shrinkage i in income a larger levy should 
be given consideration. 


Township Extension 


A number of Library Boards conferred 
with Township trustees previous to their 
April meeting, regarding the free use 
of the public library, by the residents ~ 
of the township, under the provisions of 
the state law regarding a township tax 
for this purpose. Inquiries were sent 
to all the public libraries by the Library 
Commission asking reports regarding re- 
sults, but response has not yet been re- 
ceived from all libraries. 

So far as information has been re- 
ceived the public libraries in the follow- 
ing towns have secured the co-operation 
of one or more townships by the levy 
of a tax for the use of books, though the 
list is probably incomplete : 
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. Alden, 1 township, 4, mil” 
Boone, 1 township, 4 mill levy.) 
Rapids, 2 townships, 2-10 mills 
Clarinda, 2 townships, — mille 
Dunlap, 1 township, 1 mill levy; EI 
1 township, — mills levy; Pt, ¥ 
1 township, %4 mill levy ; Onaw 
townships and 3 towns, Ye 
townships and 1 mill levy in ry 
ships ; Tipton, 1 township, 4 mil 
Woodbine, 1 township, 1 mill Jew 
Ames, 1 ‘town ; Grinnell, 1 t * 
1% mill levy. 
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Almeda Soliman 


A young librarian who has aw 
cirele of friends throughout the gh 
Miss Almeda Holman, died June 1 
her mother’s home at Rockwell after # 
iliness of many months. Her 
baffled many physicians being n 
usual affliction, known as 
disease. Miss Holman was on, the staff 
of the Mason City Library several years ~ 
attended the Iowa Summer — 
School, and later completed the regular 
course at the State University of Tows 
after which she graduated from the Ii 
brary School of the University of Ik 
inois in June, 1911. She was elected 
librarian at Mason City to succeed Mrs 
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Chapin, just before the close of t 1 
Library School, and hoped ‘to’ * bre 
brief vacation before taking up m 
responsibilities of the new | thor 
Soon the insidious disease Re. cor 
manifest itself, but it wa* two 
a year’s rest would overé®'g it; henee the 
Miss Holman resigned ht —— yea 
was succeeded by the present librarian froi 
Mrs. Baird. The devoted care of oret 
brother, who is a physiéian and ec yea! 
tion with eminent spetialists Hor 
stay the disease. - 7 the 
Miss Holman had ¢ most winsome | * 
sonality and by her gentle strength X 
came many obstacles and achieved = 
nition not only in drary circles, ing 
the Y. W. C. A., rving as P the 
of the University Association at [oy Ni 
City. aceo 





